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Have nad two Poft Letters already, 

aod am afraid } fhall have more, If 1 

@o not anfwer quickly, concerning a 
right range and wonderful fhower of 
Fiyes, lately faling in the Areecs of Londen, 
te che furprize of the good People of the 
City 5 one of my Letters is as follows : 


Mr. REVIEW, : 
HE moft Remarkable thing has bappen'd 
A oft now, es ever was known in my Dhe- 
marya—Ieunow about 7 4 Clock on she Evt- 
wing—fer this balf hour is has Rain'd Flyes a 
ever Loodon, m « moft predigious manner; 
she flreers are all cover’d with shem, Peeples 
Hats and Cloaks are aB full of them 5 shey are 
fall Flyes, about beif the bigne/s of the ere 
dinary fore, with shin Wings—When they light, 
shey don’s offer to fire again, tho’ their Wings 
ave barge, but craw) upon rbe Ground——— 
This Account of them ws very true, "sisnos 


a Minure face | have been faring as the Sower, 
and te os ae por > the whole Cry Is ine 
[urprice end admiration, and che old Women 
begin tu predi@, érc, ; 

t anf sore al) for leffening the Specviati> 
ons of the People, and abave ail, 1 would 
not difpleafe che okd Women— Prodigies 
and Supernatural Appeavances have oftat- 
hee otigs te liga feu etitinn 
with them, cir hemg » ng, 
aod warnings snd Without doube, the fourth 
Jodgment of GOD, Upon #isroob King of 
Bgyps, had fomething ia it Supernacural in 
ite Manner, tho’ great and (ufficiently Rar 
thostal Accouuts mzy ke given, af an Inter: 
mediate Caufe alfr. 

On the ocher hand, 2 am not far filling 
our Heads with whymficz| Notions, nor a 
farming the People with our fide Terrore, 
which feldom have any other Effet, than 
yoft as the Flyes hed upon the King of Fg yr, 

w 
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to frighten him over Night, and leave him 
harder the next Morsing. 

A fhower of Flyes! fays one, ay, that is 
to fignify that we fhould flye before our E- 
nemies ; I hopethe QUEEN willfend 
word to the Duke of Marlborough, not to 
fight the French, for if we do, it will be 
certain we fhall be beaten and forc’d to flye ; 
no, no, fays aaother, you're juft wrong ; this 
fhower of Flyes is to fignify Vi@ory, that 
we fhall flye into France, and lighting on 
their great and Capital City, fhall fall upon 
it and cover itall over, juft as the Flyes did 
the City of London. 

Thank you for nothing, fays 4 third, I 
don’t like your Prediétion at all, for chen 
we muft cover Paris with our dead Bodies, 
and be deftroy’d in the ftreets, for fo was it 
with the Flyes here. 

O {ays another old Women in the North, 
thisis but one of the ten Plagues GOD is 
fending upon you, for your forcing the good 
People of Scossand into your Power 4 and till 
you. let them go again, you will be thus 
plagu’d—~You have had Rivers of Blood 
already, and now the Flyes are a coming, 
and fo you will go on— Pray diffolve this 
wicked Bargain, and let the People go. 

And whether wou’d you go now, faid one 
of her Neighbours, you would but go into 
the Red S¢a, and I doubt you have never 
a Mofes to part the Waves for you—Come, 
come, good Wife, fays her honeft Neigh- 
bour, we have been often enough in the 
Red Sea, we have feldom been whhout a 
Sea of Blood when the two Nations have 
differ’d—-We have had a Red Sea always on 
one fide, and a Whdernefs on che other, for 
my part [am for no more of it— And as to 
the Elyes lam apt to think,’cis a fign ail the 
Facobites and Enemies to the Succeffion wil) 
flye away and be gone like a thower, and 
farethem well, if they do not flye away, we 
fhafl have all our good times fly away. 

Again, we find a lively Debate in the Ci- 
ty, whether thefe Infeéts were High-Flyers, 
or Low Flyers, fome faid one, fome the o- 
ther ; at laft one folv’d it to general Satis- 
fa&tion, and {aid they were High Flyers be- 
come Low Flycrs,and predicted Poin thence, 
the general fall of all forts of Aigh- Flying, 
that they would fall as afhower from the Air, 
td being deprived of all their yolant Ca- 


pacities, crawl in the Dirt and Dunghills of 
the ftreets ; AMEN, {aid all the People 
with a fhout, and a general Satisfa&tion ap- 
ar’d in every one’s Face at the Predition ; 
or really High-Flying and all its Concomi- 
tants, has been but like a Storm at Sea, aa 
Accident to Nature, and as when ever the 
fury of the Wind withdraws, the Sea re- 
turns to its natural Calm and Smoothnefs; 
fo, afterall the Difturbance thefe High-Fly- 
ers ws they call chem have made in the World, 
if they would butlet us alone a while, all 
things would return to their native Calm, 
and the World would keep Holiday again. 

Well,well,faid a good honeft body, fti, for 
all your jefting thefe are odd things,andthele 
Flyes are bat a kind of Vermine among us, 
that muft fignifie fomething ; if it be only 
that they difturb the Peoples Minds they 
ought to be confider’d—The more likeAigb- 
flyers fill, faid the other, forthev like Ver- 
mine do continually diforder the Age, grow 
naufeous and dirturb the People, and what 
moft be done with them?— Truly, if 1 may 
give my Opinion let them alone, and fay no- 
thing to them,and they will like the Flyes in 
this fhower fa down, faint in their flight, 
and fall in the Dirt; they will {care the Chil- 
dren, and makea talka while, but ’tis over 
and gone, and there’s an End of them, they 
deferve no more Notice. 

Well, but to what Publick Matter thall 
we liken this flying fhowre now ? And hew 
fhall we do to beat it out of the Heads of 
our People, that it it is not a Judgment 
from Heaven, fent to warn the Age of worfe 
thingsa coming ? 

Ass to the looking on itas a Reprefentati- 
onof Publick Matters, I am for making as 
many good Comparifons as you pleafe 
And will byno means hinder any 
Body that thinks ferioufly upon it-——— 
But if you wil) have me tell you what it 
fignifies to the World at this time, I muft 
confefs, my Opinion is very fhort, juft no- 
thing at all, nor is there any thing ata! Su- 
pernatural in it, nor any more thas I have 
known more than once in other Places. 

In order therefore to fet you (ee that this 
isnot fo extraordinary, I fhall give you my 
thoughts on it: Fhere are in England, and 
I fuppofe in other Countries too, a very 
great quantity of Creatures cal’d ANTS or 

Pifmires, 
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Pifmires, thefe make. (heir Nefts in the 


Barth, raife little Hij]s on the Surface,which ff 


fome Call Ang Hills, other Piffiim Banks, as 
the feveral Diategts of the Country dire&. 

Thefe Creatures lay Eggs and encreale a- 
burdantly, fhould the insumerable crowds 
of them remain from Year to Year, they 
would be an Egyptian Plague of themfelvés, 
but at a certain growth they are furnifh’ 
with Wings juft as if it were a Dire@tion to 
them tu change their Habitation. 

Being thus Equipp’d with Wings, and not 
yery well praétis’d in the ufe of them, they 
obferve however Natures call, and at their 
Seafon away they fiye, like the Bees in a 
{warm, but not at all dire@ted like them in 
their flight, but feeking sew Habitations, 
and their Multitude being unaccountably 
great, they grow weary, and prefling one a- 
nother down by their own weight,-when 
they begin to tire they fall like a fhower. 

I once knew a flight of thefe nti come 
over the Marthes in Effex, in a moft prodi- 
gious quantity,black like a Cloud ; they be- 
gan to fall about a Mile before they came to 
the 7hzmes, and in flying over the Thames 
they fell fo thick, that the Water was co- 
ver'd with them; I had two Servants row- 
ing a {mall Beat over the River jaft at that 
time, and } believe near two Pecks of them 
fell into the Boat 3 they fell fo thick, that I 
believe my Hatful came down the Funnel 
ef two Chymnies in my Houle, which ftood 
near the Rivers edge; and in proportion 
‘to this quantity, they fell for the Spaceas! 
could obferve, of ahalf 2 Mile in breadth 
atleaft, fome Workmen I cmploy’d then, feid 
they fread two Mile, but then they fell not 
fo thick—And they continued falling for 
near three Miles. A. 

Any Body will imagine, the quantity muft 
be prodigious that muft thus come together 5 
but if again they will ubferve the Multitude 
of thofe Ant Hills, andthe Millions of the 
Creatures ta be feenin them,’they will ceafe 
to wonder. 

Again, if we confider that as it is obferv’d 
in this Letter, that when once they are fallen 
they never attempt to rife and flye again; 
*tis very probable, they have flown as far 
and as faft as they are able, and Nature ha- 
ving given them Wings but juft for che oc- 
calion, their Deftru@ion is inevitable, fos 


fir they have flown to the utmoft of their 
firength, and cannot overtake their Fellows; 
And lecondly, being {catter'd from their Are 
pat they have no Difcipline, they'can ‘be- 
take themfelves to no regular way of Live- 


lyhood, and fo creeping up and down, defo- 


late and alone, they die of meer Want and 
Hunger. 

I have indeed fometimes thought, that 
Nature has feem’d in good Providence, and 
a kiod ‘of Husbandry tothe World, ‘to give 
thefe Creatures Wings, juft as if ic were to 
put them in aCondition to quit theCountry, 
and make room for the next Generationsjuft 
asif it fhould fpeak to them and fay, Come, 
you have lived your Seafon in the World, 
there’s Wings for you, go flye away into the 
Sea, and drown your felves, for. the Warid 
caanot provide room for you and all your 
Progeny. ; a 

0 Man I hope will’ be fo prophane to fay. 
or think, that by this Allufion I leffen the 
Power of Omnipotence, as if, es ome wickedly 
expreffes it, he had made more CreatUres 
than he could maintain — But as thére are 
feveral Creatures, who. fulfill the Circula- 
tion of Life by the courfe of Nature in a 
Year,(o infinite Wifdom orders them to take 
as dire& ways for their Exit, as they do for 
their Provifion while here :' Thus the Sitk- 
worm in particular when it has (pun its De: 
licate Web, has Wings beftowed wpoa ‘it to 
flye, and is no more heard of 3 ‘nor at all 
ufefal, and thoufands of little Worms and 
Infe@s go the fame way. . 

‘Sf any Man’ will ask me, how fT know 
that thefe were Ants which chus felon the 
City of London; Lanfwer, U cannpe faythey 
were Ants at this diftance, but 1 i tcl 
the Defcription, they were ybut ifnof, other 
forts of Infegs or Flyes may take the fime 
on and che Comfequence would be the 

me. . 

Agats, ‘tis to be Remarked, that the 
time of thefe Infe&ts Generating, correl- 

nds exa@ily: fow the Month of uly is the 
Cafe, when thofe kinds of Créatures havi 
brought their young up to perfeétion, m 
cither ghreft them out of their Habitations 
for'want of room, «s the Bee, or leave them 
in theie Habitatioas, and {eek more room 
for themfelves, as she Ant. nie 
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And thus !hope Ihave given a Rational 
Account of the fhower of Fiyes; if any one 
can givea better, it fhall by no means be 
napleafant to me.to fee it, buton the con- 
trary it fhall-be very obliging ; and particu- 
larly Y’ll be very much Debtor to any body, 
who has been curious enough to obferve the 
Bodies of thefe Flyes, that will beftow an 
Account of thofe Obfervations, being 
fully perfwaded they were nothing but 
Ants with Wings And to affift ahy body 
to récolle& themfelves, they may note(1.) 
the Ant when flying is fomethiag larger 
than ufual, by which I fuppofe chem to be 
the old ones, not the young Fry. (2-) Their 
fhape is fomething alter’d, and the Back ri- 
fing in a round Globular Form. (3.) The 
Wings are of a pale whitifh Colour, a little 
longer than broad. 

_ Andfo much for Flyes; a litte touch 
more at Ailufions, Gentlemen, and we will 
have doné—Methinksthefe fhowers of Ia- 
fefts have a great many good Leffons tortell 
us=—The Infe€& World has Wonders. in it 
palt Humane Usderftanding—And we may 
snd more People tothe Amt than the Slug- 
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: 1. Here we may fee the true courfe of 
‘Natural Circulation, one Generation paf- 
feth away and another-comes ; we chruft 
our Parents ouc, and our Children ferve us 
in the fame manner 3 the World is a Stage 
of Life, where we come up in our turn, aét 
our Part, and move off to let the fame Fol- 
lies be aéted over again by our Pofterity— 
The Multjende that pafles, neitherfee, nor 
wate feet, andthoufands® ail their Livesto 
fo fictle’ purpefe, that-tis not worth while 
tu leave Word. they have been. 

2. The Subferviency of the Creatures one 
towards another, is one of the Great, and 
perhaps one of the greateft Beauties of 
the Creation; the Earth breeds and feeds 
innumerable Creatures, that are of no other 
known Signification,than again to feed other 
Creaturcs 5 the Worms feed the Fowls, 
the Flyes che Fith ,. the {mall Birds the 
large, the {mali Fifhes the Great, and all 
sogether, Nourifh, Feed, Cloach, divere 
ot ferve the Worlds great Tyrant, MAN. 

3. The Seafons of the Creatures is anad- 


mirable Teftimony of Infinite Power, dire- 
&iog the whole World ; the Ants have alt 
Wings, and are bid flye together, they do 
at the fame time, in the fame manper, 
and come ail together, yet know not why, 
how, when, or whither; in the Sea, the 
Mackarell come in one Month, the Herring 
in another, the Sprats in another ; the Sal- 
mon in another; they keep Timeand Place, 
and Method,asexaé@tly as the Armies of the 
greateft Princes March, bythe Direétion, 
and at the Command of their Officers. 

Upon the whole, there are wonders in- 
deed in every part of the Creation, and 
in the fmalleft Creatures moft— But as to 
the flight of Infe&s in vaft numbers, their 
falling down in the ftreets like a fhower, 
and what we call Weekly enue of Flyes, 
there is nothing wonderfuil at all. 
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Thefe are to give Notice. 


Hat MARY KIRLEUVS, the We 
dow of JOHN KIRLEUVS, Son 
of Dr. THO. KIRLEUVS, a Sworn- 
Phyfitian, in ordinary to King Charles 11. 
Sells (rightly prepar’d) his Famous Drink 
and Pills; experienc’d above 50 Years to 
cure all Ulcers, Sores, Scabs, Itch, Scurf, 
Scurvies, Leproties, Running of che Reins, 
and the moft inveterate VENEREAL Dif- 
eafe, with all its atcending Symptoms, with- 
out Fluxing, Confinement,. or deRru@ive 
Mercurial Preparations: Fhefe incompara- 
ble Medicines need no Words to expref- 
heir Virtues; the many miferable One 
hat have been happily cured, after gives 
over by others, fufhiciently recommend 
them as the moft Sovereign Remedy in the 
World againft all fach Malignities; She 
cures many after Fluxing, and in Compaf- 
fion to the diftreffed, will deal accordiag to 
the Patient’s Abjlity. The Drink is 3s 
the Quart, the Pill 1s. the Box with Di- 
reétions, and Advice Gratis. 
+44 She hives at the Golden-Bal ix 
Hand.Court, over againftgreat Turn- 
ftile in Holborn. 
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